Forest Management Program Measures 
Overall tree and forest health and root rot diseases will be addressed by clearing trees of a species that are more susceptible to attack by the certain root rots, thinning out of trees that pose a higher risk of hazard, higher risk of death from starvation and those highly affected by disease, as well as planting new cedar and other species trees in and around the Ranch. A multi-aged and varied species forest is the healthiest and most self sustainable forest which is more capable of withstand harsh weather conditions, insect and disease attacks meanwhile providing protection and enjoyment for both wildlife and people. The Board, Management and Staff of Black Mountain Ranch will need to work united in carefully scrutinizing the necessity of tree removal in every clearance tree removal request to insure that trees which are beneficial to the health and safety of our forest are not cut down unless there is absolutely no other option available. There is almost always a more creative way to plan your site improvements and this gives your site more character.
Greenbelt spaces will be managed carefully by conducting the tree thinning, consistent monitoring for diseases, discouraging of “cleaning up” of greenbelt space by Members and by doing strategic placement of logs, fallen branches and other mulching. Again, clearing of undesirable trees and planting new trees of various species will be done. It is planned in the future to have planned and managed recreational trails in the greenbelt.
Ongoing education and information to the Membership in regards to forest health and cooperative ways to cohabitate with the forest will be included in the newsletter, on the website, via email and at AGM. 

A Plan for Everyone
The Forest Management Program for the most part will be conducted by Ranch Management and Staff, but it will take a team effort between all parties. The staff, Board and Membership will need to have the same goals for the forest and each one of us make our contribution to the program. Again Member awareness and understanding will be necessary to the success of the forest management program in that the newly planted trees will need to be left alone to grow, the greenbelt left in it’s natural state and nothing damaging done to any trees. A mind set that the trees are a multifaceted asset belonging to the entire Ranch association should be prevalent. The benefit to the membership will be that the Ranch forest will remain a relatively safe and a very enjoyable place to spend time at for generations to come.

For a copy of the Forest management report, email or stop by the Ranch Office during Office hours:
Monday through Sunday 9:30 am to 4:00 pm.
officebmr@comcast.net
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Thank you in advance for taking the care to keep the Ranch forest healthy, beautiful and contributing to many generations’s enjoyment of the Ranch.
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2. Connection to Nature.
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Escape from hectic day to day pace of life.
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6. Air quality

The Program
Purpose:

The Purpose of Black Mountain Ranch’s Forest Management Program is to establish and document specific guidelines and policies to follow and employ that will facilitate growing and maintaining a sustainable forest for the enjoyment and safety of the Ranch Members and their personal property on the Ranch for now and into the future. 

Value:

The forest on Black Mountain Ranch is recognized as enhancing the experience of visiting the Ranch through the sights, sounds, smells, connections to nature, the moderation of temperature, improved air quality that it provides and last but not least for providing a wind shelter to the campsites. Although it is acknowledged that there is a natural inherent risk while residing in the forest, it is also one of the most valued aspects of the Ranch property. The Ranch recognizes that there are measures that can be taken to help reduce those risks while maintaining the desirable aspects of the forest. 

Problems for the Ranch Forest 

At the Ranch, neighboring properties have been changed drastically in the past 10 to 20 years. Forested areas abutting the Ranch property have been cleared and the river has spread out opening up the Ranch forest to winds to which the trees have not been conditioned to. There has been significant windfall damage experienced lately around the perimeter of the Ranch forest and other wind vulnerable areas of the Ranch. Once this begins, the wind can work a channel through the forest creating a path of destruction as it goes. Left to its own doing, it follows a snow ball effect, growing bigger and stronger as it travels. Maintaining a solid forest canopy and creating a wind resistant boundary buffer is essential to protecting not only Member property, but the forest trees as well.

The Ranch forest not only has the natural forces such as weather, insects and diseases to deal with but also fire danger from member campfires, and forest character alterations by humans. 

The planting of alien species (i.e.: Ivy) disturbs the balance of the forest in that the alien species may find the climate extremely hospitable and may grow at unnatural rates as well as super re-produce, all culminating to choke out the native flora. 

In addition to this the removal of the moss and other ground covers as well as the clearing (“cleaning up”) of fallen tree debris from the greenbelt spaces actually takes away important health aspects of our forest. The trees need the soil to be replenished with the nutrients that are produced when that fallen tree debris decomposes. This process also improves the topsoil depth. The moss and other underbrush also help to maintain a higher moisture level in the ground which in turn helps to keep the soil ph levels appropriate for the health of the trees and helps with the decomposition process. 

The cooperation and help of the Membership is and will be essential to the success of the Ranch Forest Management Program.

Fitting a Healthy Forest into a Campground Setting 
 
Many aspects of a healthy forest do not lend well to what many people consider desirable for a park or campground. The tree fall debris and underbrush for instance may seem messy or a fire hazard. In reality the fire hazard comes from humans, so with this kept in mind we can all act accordingly to reduce that risk while doing the beneficial things for our forest. A healthy sustainable forest is one that contains several species and is multi generational. Often when people conjure up visions of what a park like setting looks like, they see large trees growing sparsely with little underbrush. Some natural forests have reached that stage of growth, which is commonly known as an old growth forest. Generally, these forests are very mature and are no longer growing a significant amount. The growth process of trees is what contributes oxygen to the atmosphere and the old growth forest can actually reach a point that produces more carbon dioxide than oxygen from the decomposition of dying trees. 


The close proximity of campsites and the placement of structures on those campsites cause problems for our forest to have room not only for the existing trees to grow, but also room for the trees to reproduce naturally by themselves. 

For many years the Ranch has tried to follow the standard that only trees that are absolutely necessary to be removed for placement of a shed, deck or trailer are cut down. The Ranch management, staff and Board will continue this standard with dedication to the forest balanced with the needs of the membership. 
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