How to Check Electric Power Draw at the Campsite.

First it must be understood that Electricity does not force itself through the wiring and meter. Unlike water in a hose, electricity only moves through the system when an appliance draws on the system for it, (much the same as drawing on a straw for a drink). The meter will register only what is drawn through it. When a meter fails, it will go slower, not faster. When an electric appliance motor becomes inefficient the electric power demand it requires does increase. 

Check things at your site by;

1. Leave the electric breakers on at your service box.

2. Watch the wheel on your meter turning.

3. Listen for appliances such as the hot water tank (if electric) to turn on or the refrigerator to run. Watch to see what happens to the speed of the wheel in the meter. This may take some time as some of the appliances may not turn off or on for awhile.

4. One by one, turn each appliance off, including lights and watch the speed of the meter wheel. (It helps to have two people, one to be the wheel watcher).

5. Once you have no appliances on, cut power to the rest of your site by tripping the 20 amp breaker. Once again, watch what this does to the wheel speed.

6. At this point, if there is still movement on the meter wheel, double check that all items in your trailer are shut off or unplugged. If everything is off and the wheel is still turning;

7. Consider whether your trailer has an inverter system. This system automatically charges up the house battery when you are plugged into electricity service. If this battery is not holding a full charge the system will turn on more and more frequently to try and charge it. Disconnect the battery from this system. Check to see what happens to the meter wheel speed.

8. When the meter wheel speed drastically decreases, you know that you have just turned off or unplugged something that is using more power than other items. 

This may not be completely conclusive because climate conditions may be much different at the time you are checking things from what they were the previous billing cycle. Some things can be done to offset this difference. Such as; if the temperature outside is much warmer than it was the last billing cycle, then turn the furnace or other heating appliances used to a higher setting to see how much it turns that meter wheel while running.

Ranch staff is not permitted per the Ranch Liability Insurance to help with maintenance issues past the point of ensuring that the services are provided to your campsite. From the plug in receptacles on your electric service box to your trailer, shed and campsite they must leave it for you to fix yourself or hire a contractor.

I hope that you find information this helpful, but if you need further help please come see me at the Office.                    

Jim Frick, General Manager

